
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

        
 
 
 
        A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

The fiscal year for 2019-2020 
ended on August 31, 2020.  In 
all honesty, when this 
pandemic began, I had visions 
of extreme debt to the point of 
using up all of our savings.  But 
God is good and so are you!  
Last year, we ended the fiscal 
year $100,000.00 in the red.  
This year, we were in the red by 
only $50,000.00.  We actually 
received $9,000.00 more in the 
regular collection, and we 
reduced our expenses by more 
than $30,000.00.   
 

So what’s good about this?  
And where do we stand now?  
As I have always said, “God is 
good and will provide.”  As so 
many were in the same boat, 
we applied for the PPP loan 

($53,000.00) from the federal 
government. We have received 
and will not have to repay this 
loan.  We have also received 
our first installment from the 
Legacy of Hope drive in the 
amount of $44,000.00 and will 
receive a check every six 
months for the next three years.   
 

As of now, we are healthier 
financially than we were before 
the pandemic.  But let me be 
clear – while these two items 
were, in a sense, a lifeline, your 
continued generosity (and I 
can’t stress the word 
“generosity” enough), has been 
admirable.  We have received 
donations upwards of 
$5,000.00 from parishioners as 
well as many gifts in the 
thousands.  You made this 

happen!  While the loan was a 
great boost, it is a one-shot 
deal, and we cannot rely on it 
for our fiscal well-being.  We 
will continue to try to trim the 
budget and hopefully put 
ourselves in even better shape 
next year. 
 

I want to thank you again for 
really digging deep and 
generously giving to St. 
Anne’s.  You are remarkable 
people – one of the many things 
that makes this parish so 
special. 
 

May you and your loved ones 
continue to stay safe and well 
and may God continue to bless 
you all.   
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HUMAN SERVICES  
RISES TO THE CHALLENGE 

 

Thanks to the support of the local community, 
business benefactors, and a generous gift of 
$20,000.00 from the Hannah Kane Golf Tournament 
held in August, we have been able to continue our 
outreach program for food distribution. 
 

As you know, the Thrift Shop has been closed for 
five months.  We receive our revenue from that 
source along with private donations (as mentioned 
above).  Beginning a few weeks ago, we have been 
able to have pop-up sales, beginning in the church 
parking lot and now in the parish center.  This has 
been a real blessing.  We have secured new sample 
merchandise from some benefactors and the 
operation goes well each Thursday and Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Soon, we hope to start 
receiving new furniture from photo shoots, which 
will really help our programs.  If you are aware of 
sample merchandise from distributors or business 
closeouts, please let us know.  You may contact us 
at 508-799-4169.  You can also obtain our contact 
information and general information on the St. 
Anne’s website at this link:  
http://stannesparish.org/humanservices.php  
 

Unfortunately, the intake of used items had to be 
halted until we can safely handle these items and 
assure the staff of their own personal safety as well. 
 

Each day brings challenges that are met and 
addressed.  The volunteers that we have are 
remarkable.  They have been able to rise to the 
challenge of meeting head-on the problems caused 
by the Covid-19 virus.   
 

Something we will need in the future is baby 
clothes, for three babies due at Christmastime.  
Used baby clothes in excellent condition will be 
accepted and sanitized for the newborns. 
 

“Live	 in	 our	 hearts	 as	 though	 every	 day	 is	
Christmas.”	

	 	 Elaine	LeBlanc,	Volunteer	Director	
	 	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUST A DAY IN THE LIFE… 
 
Every day holds a new challenge.  Thanks to 
generous support, many people are being fed.  
However, the numbers go up weekly, and we don’t 
know when it will end. 
 
On one Sunday in August, I got a call from the police 
department.  They were seeking help for a homeless 
family, who were camped in the woods by 
Walgreen’s.  We normally can’t provide shelter, but 
as we all know each case is unique.  The dad, mom 
and autistic daughter were homeless and hungry.  A 
storm was approaching, and I could hear in the 
policeman’s voice that something had to be done.  I 
guaranteed a night at the Worcester City Motel and 
then met the police officer and the family at the 
motel, providing gifts cards for food and necessities.   
 
What I saw was quiet desperation from a challenged 
family.  Gus, my Spanish interpreter, was with me to 
get the story and to help us communicate. 
 
The sky opened and the rain came just as the family 
entered their room.  Tears of gratitude fell from their 
eyes like the raindrops falling from the sky.  God’s 
work, our hands! 
 
           Elaine LeBlanc, Director of Human Services 

Above: boxes filled by 
volunteers for food 
distribution 

Right: This is what is given 
out each week – one per 
client. 



 
 
 
To those who’ve helped us to navigate these unprecedented stormy days 
of 2020 and who continue to do so… 
 
…to Fr. Andres for getting us up and running with the live streaming of 
Mass, allowing everyone to be nourished by the word of God. 
 

 
…to Mike for all of his hard work in disinfecting the church after each Mass 
to keep our parishioners, celebrants and assistants as safe as possible. 
 
…to Victor, Maureen and Mike who week after week have given us 
beautiful music for the Masses.  Despite the fact that no one is able to join 

in the singing, we have God’s music in our hearts. 
 
…to the volunteers who’ve stepped up to serve at Mass, whether on the altar or as ushers, 
and to those who helped clean in the early days of returning to the celebration of Mass in the 
church. 
 
…to Human Services for finding a way to continue to serve the neediest in our community 
despite the pandemic and for showing that compassion and a helping hand are always 
available. 
 
 
 
 

Fr. John and the staff are truly grateful to those who have continued to financially support the 
parish week after week even though we could not be physically present in the church.  Thanks 
to your support, St. Anne’s parish is able to continue to function as the vibrant and beloved 
community that it has always been. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victor K. in choir loft 

Palm Sunday Liturgy Palms being distributed on Palm Sunday 

Good Friday Liturgy Church being disinfected 



 
Noah Bryant 
Noah served the parish as an altar server, lector, Eucharistic minister, religious education teacher, at the Mustard 

Seed and was a member of the Worcester County Youth Discipleship Team.  He is attending 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst Isenberg School of Management and majoring in 
Business. 
 
“Through St. Anne’s, I have been able to go to Camp Sunshine, which is my favorite time of 
year – connecting to those kids and providing them with a week they will never forget is one of 
the most rewarding experiences.  I feel that it is doing what God intends, as we should always 
be looking out for those less fortunate and treating everyone as equals.” 
 

 
 
                               Vincenza Burdulis 

Vincenza served the parish as an altar server and helped out on occasion at the food pantry 
and as a greeter for special Masses.  She is attending Worcester Polytechnic Institute and 
majoring in Computer Science. 
 
“Being a member of St. Anne’s and an altar server helped me to see the value of learning 
about our religion, the comfort it can provide when faced with challenges, taking what I 
learned from the sermons and using it in everyday life, and how to honor one’s commitments. 
It is my goal to carry with me these lessons learned in all my future endeavors.” 

 
 
Anna Courtemanche 
Anna served the parish as an altar server, lector, religious education teacher and was a member of the Worcester 

County Youth Discipleship Team.  She is attending the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and majoring in Environmental Science.  
 
“Going to Sunday Mass every week as a family has been an important part of my 
childhood.  In fourth grade when I became a lector, speaking in front of the parish at 
that age was difficult yet very rewarding.  It helped me to become a more confident 
public speaker and also brought me closer to my faith.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
     Joseph Flionis 
Joe served the parish as a lector, altar server and at the food pantry.  He is attending Fairfield 
University and majoring in Psychology and Communication. 
 
“Being a member and server at St. Anne’s has meant everything to me, as it has given me 
numerous opportunities to give back to my community, the world and to serve God.  Not only 
has this church community ignited my passion for service, it has also allowed me to see the 
world through a new lens, as I constantly try to build a world of kindness and peace around 
me.”  

 
                              Anthony Thomas 

Anthony served the parish as an altar server, helped with the food drive and worked on 
parish grounds clean-up.  He is attending Curry College and majoring in Accounting. 
 
“St. Anne’s has always brought me peace and comfort.  I have no idea where I would be or 
how different my life would be without St. Anne’s.  The church has influenced me to be helpful, 
kind, and respectful.  I am very happy that I found a second home during my upbringing and 
I wouldn’t trade it for the world.” 
 
 

Aidan Wells 
Aidan served the parish as an altar server and helped with the annual food drive.  He is attending the University 

of Massachusetts Lowell and majoring in Mechanical Engineering.  
 
“Being a member of St. Anne’s Church has allowed me to grow up in a Christian 
community alongside my friends and family, to give back to the community, and to 
grow in my relationship with Christ.  I plan to continue to build my relationship with 
God and his church throughout my life.  I hope to get his guidance through college 
and beyond.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been five years since Pope 
Francis issued his world-acclaimed 
encyclical called “Laudato Si” (Praise 
to You, Lord), which challenged 
Catholics and “all people of good will” 
to confront the challenge of climate 
change.  Obviously, the world and its 
leaders were quite aware of climate 
change and its destructive forces but 
our Holy Father gave us the moral and 
Scriptural basis for being concerned.  
Most nations of the world had signed 
on to the Paris Accords and agreed to 
what should be done by all to prepare 
and slow down the warming of the 
seas.  Corporations and industries 
became more aware of their 
contributions to the problem, and 
much has been done worldwide to 
accomplish what needed to be done.  
But as with all major problems, much 
more is needed. 
 

 
Here at St. Anne and at many 
churches, our awareness is being 
raised through the efforts of our 
Environmental Stewardship 
Committee.  Ideas to be fostered in 
our homes are suggested, and our 
peace garden in front of the parish 
center as well as rain barrels at the 
rectory are small signs of this 
commitment.  Our contribution 
individually to global warming is seen 
in the excessive use of gas-driven cars 
and in our use of fossil fuels, or not 
recycling.  Many have the idea that our 
lifestyle cannot possibly mean much in 
view of the massive issue before us.   
 
Pope Francis in his encyclical urges us 
all to become “aware believers”.  
Listen to the “cry of the poor” who 
suffer the most and to the “cry of the 
Earth” which is being polluted and 
having its beauty desecrated by our 
throwaway culture and negligence.  

Glaciers melting, rising seas, drought, 
destructive wildfires, deforestation, 
and harmful air and water supplies are 
all claimed to come about by natural 
climate change, but they are hugely 
complicated by manmade 
contributions. 
 
When God our Father created the 
world, He looked upon it and said “It 
is good…”. When Adam and Eve 
sinned and lost Heaven, they were cast 
out of the garden and given the 
challenge to “take the Earth and till 
it…”. So we reflect today on our role in 
caring for the Earth and all our 
brothers and sisters upon it, and we 
pledge to “protect it, to work for an 
end to injustice and poverty, to stand 
together against all threats to life, to 
become better stewards of what God 
created, to work for climate justice and 
to live in harmony with God’s 
creation.” (USCCB) 
                     Fr. Paul O’Connell 

2020 Confirmandi	
Will John Ambach  
Alfred Douglas Alward 
Isabella Roch Amorello  
Benjamin Sebastian Bell 
Emma Cecilia Brady 
Jovan John Camacho 
Caroline Teresa Ardon Cecilian0 
Dante Christopher Colonero 
Mikayla Dorothy Daignault 
Annabelle Cecilia DeFeudis 
Brock Raphael DeFeudis 
Eric Francis Frissora 
Dylan Francis Graceffa 
Emma Maria Guagnini 
Olivia Anne Guidi 
Michael Florian Hayden 
Ella Josephine Kalagher-Maiuri 
Alison Teresa Kalinowski 
Connor John Lynch 
Francesca Michael McKenzie 
Sophia Teresa Merolle 
Nicholas Michael Morana 
Olivia Cecilia Randazza 

	

2020 First	Communicants	
Camila Alcocer Tenorio       
Bryce Babigian      
Alexis Babola     
Mason Cotton        
Sean Cronin     
Anthony DiPinto      
Aileen Doherty     
Florence Emidio Oluwatemisiola        
Susan Havalotti         
Mia Jaillet    
Kyle Laakso        
Gia Maggiore        
Tommaso Maggiore         
Kevin Marinho        
Sophie Mastrogiovanni       
Keelin McLaughlin               
Jack Perna        
Mia Petit        
Maia Resendes      
Tiago Resendes     
Harry Senosk                          
Colton Siergie         
Andrew Tedesco      
Olivia Terio          
Luca Tizzano                   
Caelyn Viteritti       
 

	

Do you know a non-Catholic who 
wishes to join the Catholic 
Church?  We will be holding inquiry 
and sacramental preparation sessions 
in the RCIA process for those who are 
interested.  For further information, 
please contact Ellie Smith (508-757-
5154, ext. 12) or send an email 
to rcia@stannesparish.org.   
 
You may also refer to the parish 
website at 
http://www.stannesparish.org/rcia.php 
  
 
 

Log in to the new Environmental 
Stewardship page on our website 
through this link: 
http://www.stannesparish.org/environment.php  
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Amid all the turmoil, confusion 
and unknown, we were able to 
hold the sacraments of Eucharist 
and Confirmation in June at St. 
Anne’s Church.  
 
First Communion parents were 
given several options. Fr. 
O’Connell had twelve 
youngsters receive Eucharist for 
the first time on a Saturday 
morning in June. The following 
Saturday, Fr. Araque also had 
twelve receiving Eucharist for 
the first time. Two more children 
received Eucharist for the first 
time from Fr. Foley at either a 
morning Mass or a Saturday 
Mass.  They were all joyous 
occasions! 
 
Fr. Foley was given faculties 
from Bishop McManus to confer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to the young people of our parish 
during the month of June. Our 
candidates were split into two 
groups.   Half were confirmed on 
June 19, and the other half on 
June 26. You could feel the 
presence of the Holy Spirit as Fr. 
Foley anointed each confirmand 
with the holy chrism! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These celebrations, though quite 
different because of many 
restrictions, were full of joy, 
peace, and the grace and love of 
God. 
 
Going forward, all our Religious 
Education families were sent a 
letter giving them options for the 
2020/2021 year. We understand 
the stresses in our lives and hope 
to make things easier with their 
children’s faith formation. We 
recognize the importance of 
offering the sacraments as a sign 
of normalcy. The First Eucharist 
program will begin remotely in 
October, and Confirmation will 
begin in January 2021, hopefully 
in person. 
 
The rest of our classes will be 
remote until it is possible to meet 
in person. We will miss seeing 
all of you in person, so Zoom 
will have to be the next best 
thing! Of course, all of this is 
subject to change. This crisis has 
certainly taught us that we need 
to be flexible, understanding and 
patient. Please know that you 
continue to be in our thoughts 
and prayers. 
 

Peace and blessings, 
Tracy Flynn and Tracey Loconto 
Religious Education Co-Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOIN YOUR PARISH FAMILY TO 
CELEBRATE MASS 

In accordance with the safety regulations 
published by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for public worship and 
with the guidelines approved by Bishop 
McManus for the Diocese of Worcester, 
St. Anne's Church has resumed daily and 
Sunday Masses for the public. Mass 
times are weekdays at 9:00, and Lord’s 
Day Masses Saturdays at 4:00 PM, 
Sundays at 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 
AM. 
 
Please review St. Anne's COVID-19 
web page for details on the safety 
precautions required during public 
celebrations of Holy Mass 
(http://stannesparish.org/covid19.php). 
 
Please also continue to pray for an 
end to the coronavirus 
pandemic and recite Pope Francis' 
prayers after praying the Rosary.  See 
the home page of our website at 
stannesparish.org. 
 
For those still unable to or uncomfortable 
with resuming in-person worship, you 
may participate in the celebration of 
Mass through our St. Anne’s Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Annes-
Church-Shrewsbury-100167434971756  
Simply “like” the page and you can watch 
the live-streamed Mass at 9:00 AM on 
Sundays, or watch it later in the day, as 
the Masses are recorded and saved to 
the page. 
 

 
On Sunday, October 4, Deacon Bill blessed our precious pets  
in honor of the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
 

 
 
 

Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow;  

the same everlasting Father who cares for you today  

will take care of you tomorrow and every day.   

Either He will shield you from suffering, or  

He will give you unfailing strength to bear it.   

Be at peace, then.   

Put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginings and say continually:  

“The Lord is my strength and my shield.   

My heart has trusted in Him and I am helped.   

He is not only with me but in me, and I in Him.” 
                  
 

                                                                                                      St. Francis de Sales 


